Ten Days, which Shocked the Nation

The Presidential elections finished. That was expected that after “election battles” the society would return to its everyday life. Serious ground for such assumptions was the positive assessments of international observers, opinions of which are “an ultimate truth” for people here and abroad. 

That is not a secret that in very seldom cases on the post-soviet territory the opinion of the “guards of Western standards of democracy” concur with the opinion of the representatives of East-Asian society, which defend the principles of national identity from the total globalization of moral standards.  
However, for the entire society of the Republic the electoral “trials” were flowerets only - the berries were to come yet, since the final act was being prepared with an enviable persistence not only in the “national political kitchen” but also out of its borders.

For the entire period of the country’s modern history there has not been a single case after elections (at any level), when the losing party did not blame the party won in using prohibited technologies forgetting about their own “sins”. All these processes usually proceed under democratic slogans creating an “aura” of fair fight in certain public-political circles. 

That was only at the parliamentary elections of May 12, 2007, when a part of the political leaders accepted they had lost. Such a development in public-political life gave hope for the future to some extent. 

However, at the presidential elections of February 19, 2008, a “new actor” emerged on the political scene in the person of the ex-president L.Ter-Petrosyan. Most of the public-political powers considered the political “rebirth from obscurity” of the ex-president would not bring to any tragic shocks for the entire Armenian society and nation: all the more, his first steps were directed to achieving a political consensus.

The “public memory” of national society is short due to the permanent migration and change of generations. And the “social mind” of the certain part of population, appeared to be very receptive to manipulations in the consequence of the social conditions remaining extremely unfavorable, as well as on the background of, to say the least, brazen behavior and life-style of a definite part of the representatives of those in power and their surroundings. 

The same time we should note, that starting from 1998, a task-orientated agitation-propagating work was being carried out intended to ignition of hostility amongst the nation by national and foreign powers, interested in realignment in foreign policy of the Armenian statehood.  

In the existing social-public situation in Armenia, а certain part of the population had consigned to oblivion the human, spiritual, intellectual and material values, which were sacrificed by the leaders of the Pan-Armenian National Movement (PNM) for realization of their ambitious and mercantile purposes. 

That is regrettable, but we need to mention that the certain part of the population (under various objective and subjective reasons) did not wish to see what was apparent - on the political “scene” of the country appeared the “renewed PNM”, which has enriched its old ideology of the “primitive mercantile provincialism” with new components – “aggressive-militant revanchism” and “ethnic fascism”. And the renewed and supplemented ideology claimed new technologies to carry out the pre-election campaign, namely: 

· Ignition of inter-ethnic and in-ethnic hostility;

· Confrontation of the diverse social groups of the population;

· Ignition of intolerance between generations;

· Public demonstration of permissiveness in actions and in public speeches;

· Total organization of provocation;

· Mass psychological mesmerizing of the population;

· Psychological and physical intimidation of people;

· Mass disinformation of the population, etc.

The results of a rather competent use of various technologies in the mentioned directions did not take long to appear. No wonder, that a part of the “mtavorakanner” /intellectuals/, poisoned by “racial” irreconcilability towards our compatriots, adjoined the new quality PNM. The other part of the “Movement” became a group of youth, which was announced as the “elite” because of the education acquired abroad and the participation in the nine-day round-the-clock demonstration-marathon. In the composition of this group there were involved students, high-school pupils, and socially unclaimed youth. A vanguard of “public ram” was organized of the socially pinched persons, the role of which was reduced to forming an appropriate psychological mood of the mass (such “ram structures” in due time smashed up the Supreme Soviet of the Armenian Soviet Republic, expressing the “will of nation”). However, the above-described groups of the established “Movement” did not know that “storm troops” were formed on territorial principle behind them, which under the slogan “Expropriate the expropriators” must clean up the way to power for L.Ter-Petrosyan - through “democratic methods”. 

The “Movement” has its own informers and secret supporters practically in all structures of power and the civil society. The “movement” reached its minimal purpose. “Ten days of round-the-clock psychological cultivation of the part of the population gave results”. Part of the population of the capital and neighboring regions at night of March 1 to March 2, 2008 became a mass, which was no longer controllable. In the result we have eight dead and more than a hundred injured people, not to mention the material damage caused.

These “Ten Days” shocked entire Armenia. 

Nowadays, very many is said about the consequences of the mentioned events. In my opinion, the main loss of the society is in the crisis of its moral principles, which brought to loss of human lives. That would be naïve thinking that the “grains of hatred” sawed by PNM in the mass of population pinched with their social conditions, will be eradicated by administrative-management methods (especially use of force).

The government, in the first place, will need to revise its domestic policy principles. Issues of increasing the morality and ethics of the governmental apparatus and bodies of self-governance must be under everyday control of the Government of the Republic. In the existing situation, it is impermissible to continue living and developing in the conditions of “dual standards”. Supremacy of the law must be the cornerstone for all members of our society, especially, for the powers in rule, since their example is the best indicator for all members of the society. 

In addition to detection of the basic and secondary culprits of the tragic happenings, all branches of the authorities need to critically assess their activities and define those reasons and errors, which supported the formation of a fighting negative amongst a certain part of the population of the country going too far from reasonableness. 

A separate theme of consideration for the Government is the problem of attitude of the members of society towards the staff of the law enforcement agencies. Unless the representatives of those in power, regardless of the position they occupy and their social status, change their attitude towards the representatives of the Law of any rank and title, a policeman will be morally and physically unprotected person. 

Undoubtedly, issues of human resource development in the bodies of governmental and municipal administration and bodies of local self-government, in the light of the events of the night of March 1 to March 2, 2008 acquire a primary significance. Each person of the society must see in an official a representative of the authority, protecting his/her (member of the society) interests on legal grounds – and not a “class enemy”. 
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